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Gouvco. La othos* canec. euch aa clandestinely acquired 
intelligence, gcneraliised source descriptions are used in 
iuQ eioaeruinations, oo that the exact identity of the source ^ 
rernaino concealed, la all those categories, the passar^o of ' ■ 
ame may to some extent alleviate the damage caused by a : ■ 
mocmaure of the source, o. g. , tho fact that v/e were readin- •• 
Japanese codes during V/orld V/ar 11 is hardly a sensitive ’ 

n^a^uor any more. On the other hand, with respect to some ' 
o* moQo^ sources, the passage of time may not relieve the 
aonoi.uvity of the matter, particularly on material provided 
*-o uo oy „ frienaly roroign intelligence service which oxoocts 
us CO .coop their relationship with us a permanent svicrot. Thus 
m me category of disseminated intelligence, a considerably 
greamr job m ooiting might be necessary to separate items 
whicn CoUid oe occlasoifioci from those which ahould not be. ■ 
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■ f declassified without a highly inappropriate disclosure 
ox nhelugence sourcea and methods. The material itself is ^ 

A lequemly written with special code names which may be 
valuabm m tne future. Also the methodology revealed may 

“t service which could bo of advantage to 

*. umrmndy power. The true names of our agents and the ' 

_ precise teenniques of our operations should in no event be 
disclosed even after many years, 

Cuttins acirosa tho opocific problems a{ dedasoifyin" mtelU. 
iirloo “5°““ iai=iac3= in these 

f Eovorament utiliaoe a flood of aoparate paocro a-ad 
eumoatE in dio course of doir-s its business. In order to -n-’to 

Snort- Thtro- r'orm of over-ail 

repo.... fhio o. course is what happens to raw intellifonce materia' 

taroush tho Nrtional IntoiUsenee Estimates and similar docu'mcll " 

^ocision-maltinB on major national events is almost always baeol in 

.ho ioii.iod prot.uct rathor than the raw. As noted above the refined 

•LV'w prehlome of doelassiucati.n, thsi 

uocioion-mahing, edited voraiono might bo provided. 


Approved For Release 2POO/09/Q3 : !C|^iJ^pp83Bqq823R0008P01 20023-^^ 


Approved For Release 2^/09/03 : CIA-RDP83B0p823R9^001 20023-2 


4. Anothei xactOA* to ba coriaidored is the ioter-agoncy iiatui’o ■ 
oi roost such major events today. Thuo no sinslo department or 
agcncy could give an over-all view of a major national event on the 
►ya£.*B only of material available to it. The Pentagon Papers display 
this wealcncGs. 


b. A poaaiblo solution to the problem might lie in centralizing 
cwo production of official histories of selected major events. An. . , 

-Aovurian might bo added to the White Kouoo staff or the Archivist of 
the United States naight bo aa signed this rcaponsibility. This off ice r 
v.ould uc rvQ aa a point of coordination and taahing of tho various 
dopartmonts and agencies to contribute to a national account of a rnajor 
ovent. Department or agency contributions could thus be consolidated 
a oinglo ovor-ali account, Prom the point of view of the>.intcl.UgQi 4 CO 
community^ this v/ouid permit summarization of material considered 
signuicant to tho event to protect intelligence sources and methods, ■ . 

rather than declassifying raw material. It would also put tho focus 
or the account on the key documents actually used at the national level 
rather than aoeldng the impractical aim of declassifying all raw 
maceriai,- Lastly, it would provide an ovei'-all content in which , ■ . ■ 

mnividual raw documents w-ould find a proper place, rather than 
CM,uaing sensational miaunderatanding, if and^ when, they came to 
public notice,. 


/ 
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Such studies would not satisfy the history purists, of course 
out they could meet the legitimate needs of the general public.-- 
Criticism could be made that an administration was wi’itin^^ its own 


histories.. The proof of this pudding would bo in the eating, i.b. , 
vArethar tho resulting studies were t:mly objective. The Pentagon 

have not been subjected to this accusation nor arc tho.Poroign 
Aolationa series produced by the Department of State or tho studies*^' ■ 
produced by tho Office of Military History.' ■ 
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